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every, good Briton ſo pleaſing a Con- 
] © WJ templation, as the Proſpect of the 
» A Happineſs which is promis d us in 
King 'GEORGE's moſt Glorious and Gracious 
Io lar All our Fears for Religion and 
Liberty in the laſt Reign are at an End: The 
great Promoter of Tyranny in all the Govern- 
ments of Europe, the French King, is in his Grave, | 
and forgotten, as far as a Man who had been 


ſuch a Czrſe to Mankind can be out of Re- 


membrance: The ill Miniſters of his Deſigns 
upon England, and their unhappy Protector, are 
either 3 or V agabonds _ „or deſpicable 
or 
4 


3 


all her Hundred Heads is in the Duſt: Our So- 
vereigu is fortify*d by the Poſſeſſion of the Hearts, 
Hands and Purſes of the honeſt and valuable 
Part of his People: He is ſtrengthen'd by Alli- 
ances with all the Potentates and Powers of 
Chriſtendom that can harm or help us: The Pre- 
tender, and his wretcbed Followers, are aban- 
don'd to Baniſhment and Poverty by every Pou/- 
er that can ſupport or protect them. The Puniſh- 


ment of their Madneſs and Folly, in diſturbing 


the mild Reign of our Proteſtant King, falls he; 


vily on their Heads, by the Rewards due 0 


Treaſon at home, and the Miſery that purſues it 


abroad. Our Church is now indeed founded on 


a Rock under the Protection of King GEORGE, 
who deliver'd her from the apparent Danger that 
threaten'd her three Years ago: Our Conſtitution + 


is ſecur'd by the fame Deliverance: The Pub- 
lick Credit advances ſo much, that the Statę is 


now the worſt Marker a rich Man can carry fis 
Money to: The Funds are, with Reaſon, e- KF 


ſteem'd the beſt Security for People's Eſtatęs: 


Trade flouriſhes; Our Manufatares are diſperſt 
over all the Commercial World; and from Porta. 


gal only, ſupply the Nation with near 1509000 4. 
yearly in Gold. Our Enemies abroad as well as at 
home, are Heartleſs and confounded, with Re- 
flections on their Impotence and Deſpair. They 


are ſad Objects of Contempt, and would deſerve - 


Pity, was it not for their Impenitence, the Effet 


of the juſt Judgment of God upon them, for their 


Wickednels and Obſtinacy; as the ſame Judg- 
| 2 ee eee 
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or impotent at home. Thie Hhdræ Rebellion with 
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(3) - 
ment wrought on the Harden'd Hearts of the 
3 Feyptians, What hinders then, that we ſhould 
not all fit down in Peare, and rejoyce over ſo 
many Bleſſings ? Why do we not build on 
them for the Frame ity of our Children, and 


the Ages to come? Alaſs ! when there is not 
left an Arm that dares lift it ſelf againſt us, we 
breed among our ſelves a Race of Men, that 
will zever reſt, till they again expoſe us to all the 
Perils we have lately efcap'd, and bring us onee 
more to the Brink of that Ruin, on which we 
walk'd two or three Years with ſo much Ter- 
ror, and ſo much Danger. wig 

I will not go about to examine whence it 
proceeds, that there. remains in theſe Nations 
ſuch a Spirit of Faction and Malice, under the 
qꝑzmoſt gentle and equal Adminiſtration which 
they were ever bleſt with. Tis ſufficient that 
there are Tories ſtill among us, for whoſe Actions 
Kone can pretend to account; and *tis the Na- 
ure of thoſe Men, to look on the Felicity of 
Mank ind with the ſame Envy, with which the 
Devil {urvey'd our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, as 
Bt is admirably repreſented in Milton; and ſince 
hey are themſelves in a State of Perdition, to 
endeavour to involve every one in the ſame 
iſery. The Government has try*d all the ſoft 
Vays of Mercy and Compaſſion, has forgiven 
heir Treaſons, born with their I»ſo/ence, and 
one every thing that conſiſted with its own 
Pafety, to bring them over to their Duty, and 
ake em in Love with Liberty. But theſev 
Vretches having form'd to themſelves a flat- 


532 tering 


Ever known. There is not one in a thouſand} 
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_ tering Scheme of. Perſecation. and 125 eſſion, ever 


fince the Nation ran a madding after Sacheverei, 
and having gain'd, their End by Riots and 14. 
mults, ſo far, as to impoſe à Tyrannital Miniſtry | 

on the Three Kingdoms; but now finding all 
that Scheme overturn'd, the Leaders of the Fa- 
ctionus in Baniſhments or Priſons, and Modera- 
tion and Juſtice once more at the Helm; they 
cannot bear to think of the Eſtabliſhment of 
true Britiſh Principles, of loſing the Hopes of 
oppreſſing and ruining their honeſt and peace- | 
able Neighbours, and of being ſubjected for ever 
to that good Government which they have been 
endeavouring to deſtroy : Tho? they can fee 


nothing wherever they look round them, that 


gives them the leaſt glimmering of Hope, that 


they ſhall be ever able to accompliſh that De- 


ſtruction of it; vet they are ſtupid enough to 3 
imagine, that Times and Chances may produce 


the ſame Changes, under a Wiſe and Juſt Prince 


with a numerous Poſterity, as they did under 
former Princes, ſome of whom humour'd them 


with a View of enſlaving them, and others with 


eſtabliſh, by a ſteady and ſtrict Rein. If the Non - 
ſenſe of their pretended Principles was not ſo 


ſelf. evident, if their Practices did not con found 


them, the Men themſelves wou'd ſoon make it 
appear by their Lives, that their Zeal for the 
Church is one of the moſt ridiculous and impu- 
dent Impoſitions upon common Senſe, that Was 


* 
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of then? that thinks tis neceſſary to know more 


2 
of a Church, than that it has a Steeple, and that 
the Parſon wears a Surplice. The Prieft, wha 
generally is as ignorant as the People, is .con- 
tented with the Knowledge of that Part of the 
Church which concerns Himſelf, the receiving 
his Dues and the Government of his Porifh | 
This is not ſingular to One or Two, but gene- 
ral; ſcarce One or Two in a Country has any 
other Care for. Religion. I do not enter into 
Proofs; *tis as well known, as that there are 
Prieſts and Curates. And yet theſe blind Teach- 
ers, by the help of Weak Arguments and Strong 
October, have corrupted as much as in them lay, 
| a People, that in the laſt Age were the moſt tena- 
cious of their Liberty of any Nation in Earope ; 
They have ſtript Popery of all that was terrible a- 
bout her, and reconcil'd the Minds of their Pari. 
ſhioners to Superſtition and Idolatry. Now while 
there is this Negligence for thePreſervation of our 
Holy Religion and Liberties, and while theſe Men 
are always ready to fall in with any Meaſures 
that may ſubvert our Conſtitution; as ſafe as we 
are under the Protection of King GEORGE, 
we ought ſurely to be always upon our Guard 
againſt the incorrigible Enemies of our Sove- 
raign and his Loyal Subjects: We ought to de- 
prive them of all Means of hurting us, and not 
leave any, tho' the leaſt Strength of Power, in 
the Hands of thoſe, that will certainly make uſe 
of it to ſupport and ſtrengthen their Faction, and 
perſecute and. oppreſs all true Loyers of their 
Country. © " 


4 
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always endeavour d to uſurp it, I call it Uſurpa- 


„ 

It is very plain, that they owe all the Advan- 
tages they have of late Years had in Election, to 
thoſe A4, of Parliament, by which ſome of his 
Majeſty's beſt Subjects in moſt of the Corporations 


of Exgland, were outed of the Magiſtracy, and 


thoſe Corporations obliged to admit in their Places 
fuch as would conform to thoſe 4s, let them 
be never ſo mean in their Characters and For- 


tunes, and never ſo rotten in their Principles. To 
this Change in the Corporations, we owe the Riots 


and Irregularitzes at Elections, the Tamults upon 
Rejoicing Days, the Diviſions that are every 
where fomented in all Parts of the Kingdom, 
and the Sditious Spirit that ftif} bears up its 
Head, as much as it is to its own Confuſion, 


It has been the conſtant Practice of the Tories 


ever ſince the Reſtauration, to endeavour to get 


the Cities and Towns Corporate of Great Britain 


into their Hands, that they might procure ſuch 
Parliaments, as would paſs Bills to confirm their 


Hranm and ſecure it, by depriving others of 


their Rights, and excluding them not only from 
Places among them, but even from Votes. Great 
have been the Struggles to prevent their carry- 
ing this Poiat: And in the Two bad Reigns 
which follow'd that Reſtauration, they had pro- 
bably done it, if there had not remain'd a true 
Britiſh Spirit which oppos'd, and at laſt con- 
founded their Devices. They know very well 
of what Uſe it is to them, to have the Corpora- 
tions under their Management; and whenever 
they have becn encourag'd by the Court, have 


tian: 


my to Trade and Property, tis unnatural for Tra- 
ding Places to be ſubjected to Magiſtrates of that 


-& bove-mention'd Act paſt, to, poſſeſs themſelves 


of the 1 of the Cities and Towns in 
this Kingdom, being ſtill apprehenſive that the 
Juſtice of the oppofite Cauſe would one time or 
other prevail, they reſol ved to improve their 
Opportunity; and by their Majority in the Penſan 
Farliament, to obtain another Bill, by which 
thoſe Clergymen that would not ſwear wo 
ä 8 -thoug 


| ht it unlawful „ an any hed whatſaever, to 
15 Aeavour any 2 in Charch or 10 55 ' were 


N 2 to * within five Miles of fect * 
C 


Corporation, or am Place that ſent Burgeſſes ib Pur. 
liament. This Act was the Work of Clarendan, 
Sheldon, and Ward: And now the High Church 
Faltion was every where triumphant ; all- the 
_ and Towns Co orporate in land were in 
Toaſt has and how fit they were for an 
uſt," has been already hinted. This. Yi 


5 | 
Wh”; by a Plague; the next, almoſt deſtroy'd 
by Fire. At the ſame Time did they carry 
on a deſtructive War againſt a Proteſtay; State, 
our. beſt Friends and Neighbours. All theſe 
5 Calamities were aue by the cruel Corpo- 
ik ratibu- Act, by which the Party hop'd to exclude 
4 all good Men, from any Share in the Govern: 
1 ment of Cities and Burro age and to fecure Ele. 
A #ions for Members of Parliament, to take off xl 
the Securities of our Religion and Liberties, when: 
ever the Court requir'd it of them. And if King 
_ Chai * not thought his Long Parliament ti 
have'be nas good for his Turn, as any they could 
chuſe him, no doubt they would have ſent him 
ſuch angther as they ſent his Brother, after 
P betray'd the Truſt that had been un- 
— ppily 1 in them, by ſurrendring thelp 
Char 
5 What a Diſpoſition they were in to ſactifice 
dur Lam and Privileges to the Mill of the Prince, 
may be ſeen by their Addreſſes to King Charles 


1 WEL IId, about the Time of the — Plot, and 
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to his Brother King Femes,qsll'he.began' tq ſhew 
ſome Iadulgencè td Difſentery, Not that 10 was 
ſo kind content of\Fenderneſs: to. 
Conſciences; but to divide hnd weaken the Peart: 
ſtant Intereſt; in which, the major Part uf che 
Diſſenters, very wiſelyi diſappointed bim. 1 

King Charles the Ild having diſqont inueũ Far- 


liainench;x Foy en prevent the paſſing the 


Exclaſion Bill, ſeveral Counties, by Genilemen 


of che beſt Ne ote in them, as Miliſbure, Berkſhire, 


&c. addreſ'd the King for the Sitting of a:Par- 


liament. Immediately the Court goës to WOorEK 


with the Corporations, and the Tory Majors, A 
dermen, and their Brethren, ſent. up [Addreſſes 
from all Quarters, in Abhorrence of the other Ad- 
dreſſes, for the Sitting of the Parliament to ſe- 
cure our Church and Conſtitution, then threaten'd 
to be ſubverted by the two Papel Brothers, | 
Kin Charles and King James. 

he People of England were at that Time 
generally honeſt. The Corporations only were 
corrupted, and not the Inhabitants,” for the 


moſt Part ; but the Magiſtracy, who as far as 


they could influence them, ſpread that Corrap- 
tion, and in the mean Time gave a Face of Au- 
thority, to all the extravagant Meaſures that 
were taken to ſupport the Outrages aud Iojafice 
of thoſe Hrannical Reigns. 

I ſhould never have done, if I enter'd upon 


the odious Subject of their Adareſſes, wherein 


they on ſeveral Occaſions, complimented the 
Court for acting thoſe very things, for which 


King James afterwards fled his Country; : Parti- 


6 C cularly 


| culatly the gobd Corporation pf paves 
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him for his ſtanding Army vf 
Cutthroats 51 and Sir lng \Ma at 
Head of another Body; returnꝰd 2 __ 
bumble and heurty'T, a for ſeizing the Revenues 
that expir'd at the Death of his Ae tho? 
matiifeſtly contrary to thoſe Laws which: that 
Knight, and his Companions, pretended to ſtu- 
dy. Slioonld: not avoid mentioning their Tory 
Zeal, tho the Addreſſers had no Relation to 
Country Corporatiour; it ſerving to ſhew, that 
wherever Toriſmn prevails; tho it be even among 
Lawyers, who are {worn to defend our Liberties, 
Lam and Juſtice are trampled under foot, and 
HDranmij iſits in the Seat of Government 

How the Tory Magiſtrates behav'd them. 
ſelves at the Relat, is too recent to be re- 
peated It muſt be confeſs'd, King James's To. 
leration had admitted ſeveral good Exglifbmes - 


into the Maziſtracy, and they — >” of the 


Opportunity, which was put into their Hands, 
to promote and: eſtabliſh the Revolution, But 
as the Tories had abandon'd King James when 
he had put an End to Perſecurion; as they had 


taken Arms againſt him, and abdicated. him in 


barefac'd Contrad — of their Paſſive Obedi- 
ence and Mon- Reſiſtance Doctrines, ſo at the Re- 
volution, they began early to ſtand by that Church 
which K. William had, at their Requeſt, deliver'd 
from Popery, and to cry out ſhe was in Danger, 
even from that Government that had ſav'd her: 

And this impudent and abſurd Clamour have 


8 Marre * = Occafions, when Mode- 


ration 


do the Foſſeffion of che Righrs af Freempn and 


ration and Truth Were 


y Fplef n after 
the Revolution, wight 6e admitted 
And without that Sg Ah, Teſt. there hae 
moſt certainly hea, ne e Tr at that 
time; which would hava: ved this Nation not 
only many Di/quiets and Ar, hut much; Tres 
are and Blood, which hadę been, peng ꝙ pre- 
vent ie ill Confequences; of their: St. and 
Rebellion. This Sacraments! Teſt As; hut to 
confirm another Which had been made imme- 
diately after the Reſtaurstion; and fame werę 
of Opinion, it had been better £9: have. let the 


A Exgliſhwen, indeed the Rights, of Nature and 
Humanity; not only to enjoy the Liperty of 
F their Conſciences, but the Liberty of their Coun 


try, and not to be in any thing diſtinguiſh'd to 


their Diſadvantage, by that Government: to 


-whoſe Support they; contributed as lar ely and 
as chearfully as any others of its Subjects. But 
the main thing Which High Church has ever had 
at Heart, has been the Places of Profit and Ho- 
nour: For as to the other Places, they Would 
never excuſe the Diſſanters, but made them 
Overſeers, Conſtables, Scauengers, and the like, 
when they were pefſecuting them for Diſſenting. 
By this Sacramental Teſt the Corporations in 775 
an 


2 » 


13 115 

WTI: ibd with! eh Perfond,\4s Hoſe Rem - 

bers That fil d — At Black/Lift in the 

of King Wald att Queen Aye. Ring 

Millan, and Pr His ao Miniſters;  foreſaw 
the in Coifequences' of dh. Teft:'His Maje- 
ſty told his firſt, PavRarhert,! Ie Hoy they would 
zerrt oor for the Atliniſfrons: of 1 Proteſtants that 
were oy ami ah r him. And that Glo- 
— King argued fcb'ittthus, Ir is a: thing which 

"Fo - a ovine 70%. among hour ſelves, 

an Siren Saint your common Ad- 
Per ſar irc: ut char 7000 among Engliſhmen, 
that Fe op ' again! the Papiſts, are!T hings 
the Tories 750 k 0 on 25 erat v to their Faction, 

and therefbfe ſuch Arguments were of them- M 
felves fufficient to chr Guta Clauſe, which was 
brouglhit ! in for that purpoſe, into the Act for 
abrogating the Oathis Allg and S aprem 
This Clauſe would have put a'Stop/to the Fa. 
cramental T. et, and the good Effects of it would 
have been the contrary tocthe Incomteniencidt 
which have been toueh'd upon to have ariſen 
From tlie Cosraptiom of Cor poratious ſince that 
Time. This healing Clauſe being ejected, King 
William tried another Wayl ro relieve his perſe⸗ 
euted Proteſtant Subjects? A new Clauſe was 
inſerted in the above-metition'd: Bill, qualifying 
every Engliſhman for a Place of Truſt, WhO 
e 4 Tear, before bn. after his Adriſſh wn, did 
receive the Sacrament: after the Uſage of the Charch | 
ef England, or amp other Proteſtant C angregation. 
What a Havock would this have madè among 


0 the Magiſtracy of all Cities and Corporate _ 
5 = 
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borough) the Lord Mharton, the Lord Mountague, 
afterwards Duke of Mountague, the Lord Pager, 
proteſted againſt the Rejection, and gave ſeve- 
ral Reaſons for it; of which, I ſhall only inſert 


One or two that have moſt Relation to my pre- 


ſent Purpoſe. \ > LH 3143393 07> T 43:16 HAS RIDE 

As the Firſt, © Becauſe it gives great Part 
i of the Proteſtant Freemen of England Reaſon 
<.to. complain of Inequality and hard Uſage, 
„ when they are excluded from publick Em- 
«© ployments by Law: And alſo, becauſe it de- 
% prives the King and Kingdom of divers Men 
fit and capable to ſerve the Publick in ſeve- 
, ral Stations, Cc. The Third, Becauſe. to ſet 


„Marks of Diſtinction and Humiliation on 
e any Sort of Men, who have not render'd 
* themſelves juſtly ſuſpected to the Govern- 
* ment, as it is at all Times-to be avoided b 


« the Makers of juſt and equitable Laws, 


© may it be particularly of ill Effect to the 
„ Reform'd Intereſt at Home and Abroad at 
„ this preſent Conjuncture, which ftands in 
„Need of the united Hands and Hearts of all 


& Proteſtants, againſt the open and ſecret En- 


„ deavours of a RESTLESS Party, and a 
« Potent Neighbour, who is more zealoug than 


_ © Rome 


n 


i Rome it ſelf, to plant P 


Aa” in-rheſe Kin 

opery in theſe Kings 

& doms, and labours with the utmoſt — 
& to ſettle his Tyranny upon the Ruins of the 
« Reformation all thro? Europe,  ___ 
So long ago as the firſt Year of King William, 
was the Tory Factian jultly termed by theſe . 
Noble Peers, a Reſtleſs Party, who were pro- 
moting the Intereſts of Popery and France. Had 
it not been for certain Teſs, they might have 
promoted them from that time to this, with 
the ſame Succeſs it is hop'd, they will be en- 
deavouring it hereafter. But how much the 
Wiſdom and Foreſight of theſe Lords are to be 
applauded, may appear from the Reſtleſs En · 
deavours of the ſame Party ever ſince, to ini - 
groſs all the ſubordinate Power of the Goreru- 
ment to themſelves, and put it to the bad Uſes 
their Loraſbips here mention. I have not in- 
ſerted the other Articles againſt this Teſt, for 
that they relate wholly to the Religious Part 
of the Diſpute, which I ſhall not concern my 
ſelf with, being ſatisfied in that Point with the 


Laws of my Country; and as a Member of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, will give no Offence to o- 


ther Members, by encouraging Separation: 1 
am pleading only for the Civil Rights of all 
good Subjects, in oppoſition to the turbulent 
Faction, that has ſo often betray'd them; and, 
under ſhelter of their Teſts, continue to keep the 
Conſtitution in Danger, by poſſeſſing any Share 
% 1 
Let the Magiſtracy of England be as much 
Churth as is poſſible, but it is 9 
„„ that 


| ( 15 ) | 

that ought never to be admitted to it: For 
from High-Charch has come all the Diſturbance 
that has diſorder'd theſe Nations ſince the Ar 
of their own' Abaication.. + 5 5 
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When they had gain'd this Point, and mo- 


nopoliz d the Government of Corporations, there 


remain' d till a Grievance, which they clamour'd 
© 2gainſt as much as ever they had done againſt 


NY Fanticiſm. It had been the Practice of ſeveral 
Diſſentem, long before this Teſt was made, to 


receive the Communiqa orcaſioxally, with the 
Church of England: Dr. Bates, and many of 
their Chief Divines, practis d it conſtantly, to 
# ſhew that they acknowledged our Church as 
Orthodox in Eſſentials, tho they might have 
their Reaſons for Scruples, with reſpect to a 
2 ſtated Communion. The Laymen of the Diſſent- 
ers were taught, by their Example, to Conform 
7 occaſionally, and many of them did ſo in King 
Cbarless and King James's. Reigns, when they 
= were not under Perſecution. Upon the Acceſſion 


of King William to the Throne, they were much 


better ſatisfied with our Church than they had 
ever been; they were Witneſſes of the brave 
Stand ſhe had made againſt Pomp, and the 

Share ſhe had in the Revolution: They were 
therefore in a moſt charitable Diſpoſition, both 
Jas to her Doctrines and Worſhip, and ready to 
take hold of any Occaſion, to ſhew their Reſpect 
to her as their National and a Prateſtant Church. 
Many of them receiv'd her Communion volun- 


tarily, and without any Temporal Views. Tis 
true, ſome of theſe were employ d in Places af 
5 Truſt, 


(46 
Truſt, and ſome others did accept of Places; 
and afterwards - qualify themſelves, as they 
thought they might lawfully do. This Qua- 
lification brought in great Numbers of them 
into the Magiſtracy all over the Kingdom. For 
remeve the Barrier and it will be preſently i 


ſeen,” that Vertue, Loyalty and Property will 
every where be prevalent. The Faction im- 
mediately takes the Alarm. The Citizens and 
Burgeſſes prefer King William's faithful Subjects; 
and they were, by à great Majority, almoſt in 
all Places, which were not under the Oppreſſion 
of Spiritual Courts, choſen into the Magiſtracy 
of the Corporations of this Kingdom. And now 
had King William, and after him Queen Azze, 
a Loyal- and active Ps eng France was 
humbled, and Faction almoſt ſubdu*d : But 
they were rzeſi/eſs ſtill, and the Cry of the 
Church was heard in every Quarter. The Proof 
of the Danger was explain'd to the Rabble, by 
Diſſenters being in Places. And aſſoon as Queen | 
Anne came to the Crown, they doubted not, 
but the Niece of the Earl of Rocheſter would go- 

vern herſelf by the Leſſons of her Grandfather : 
In which, however, thanks be to God, they 
were ſo long miſtaken, that the Allies had gone 
a gfłeat way to reduce the exorbitant Power of | 
the French King, before they could get any 
Opportunity to ſave him. The Loyalty and 
Activity of the ſeveral Houſes of Commons, 
which ſate for ſix Years before Sacheverel's Try- 
al, were a terrible Mortification to them; and, 
as dull as they are in other Things, this _ | 
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be faid for them, that they are extremely well 
appriz'd of the Neceſſity of having the ſole Ma- 


nagement of the Corporations, and that they did 
what they could to procure a Majority of Votes, 
both Within Doors and Without. In order to 
this, in the firſt Year of the late Queen, they 

ot a Bill brought into the Houſe of Commons 

y Mr. Henry St. John (late Viſcount Balingbrote, 
now a Fugitive in France) and others, to hinder 
any one's having a Place in a Corporation, Who 


ſhould ever after go into a Meeting-Houſe. This 
Bill paſt the Houſe of Commons, but the Lords 


made ſo many Alterations in it, that it did 
not take Effect at that Time. There were 
ſome free Conferences between the Two Houſes 
about it. The fame Mr. Henry St. John, Sir 
Thomas Powis, a Judge in the late Reign, 
Mr. Finch, and Mr. Bromley, manag'd for the 
Commons; the Duke of Devonſhire, the Earl of 
Peterborow, the Biſhop of Salisbury, the Lord 
Sommers, and the Lord Halifax, for the Lords. 
As II have not undertaken to enter into the 
Merits of the Cauſe between the Eſtabliſb'a and 
Tolerated Churches, ſo I ſhall avoid giving any 
other Reaſons us'd by the Lords at theſe Confe- 


rences againſt the Occaſional Act, than what con- 


cerns the Corporations. A great deal was faid, 
with Virulence enough, by Mr. St. John, &c. 


_ againſt what they call d the Scandal of Conform- 


ing Occaſionally, which others calPd the 
Scandal of Chriſtian Charity, where Chriſtian 
Community cannot be throughly maintain'd. I 
{hall wave that threadbare Topick, and obſerve 
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only what was ſaid by their Lordſhips, in Fa- 


Britons; Which, the Lords declar'dy © They 
cc were not for depriving Men of 2 That in ſome 8 
6e Corporations they took the Election of Mem- 
de bers to ſerve in Parliament, to be only in 
& ſuch as had the Government of them, and the 
6 Lords would not take away any Man's Pri- 


“ viledge. That they could not but think this 


< Bill a real Hardſhip. 5 
I have often hinted, why I forbear meddling 


with the Argument berween the contending 


Parties, with relation to Conformity and Separa- 


tion. I never intended any ſuch Thing; only 


to ſhew how dextrous the Faction has been, in 
confounding their dangerous Intereſts with thoſe .. 
of the Church, and how thoſe Arts have from 
time to time confirm'd them in Poſſeſſion of ſo 
much of the Authority of the Government, as 
they are now poſſeſt of, to its great Hazard 
and Diſhonour. And I ſhall in the next Place 


prove, That the Magiſtracy of Corporations being in 


the Hands of Tories, is both Dangerous aud 


Diſhonourable 0 the preſent Government. 
Firſt, That it is Dangerous to our preſent hap- 

py Conſtitution for Men of their pretended 

Principles, to have any Share in the Governing 


Part of it; Men who are always aſſerting the 
Divine, Hereditary, Unalienable, Indefeaſable Right 


of Princes, and openly and inſolently attacking 


the preſent Government, which is founded as 
well as Queen Aun's and King Wiles, on the 
| Reſiſtance that abaicated King James. By their 


ſetting 


ſetting up another Right againſt his Majeſty's 
Revolutional One, they imply an Allgiantę due to 
the Pretender, and want only a fair Occaſion to 
put it in Practice. They declare that their 
Conſciences are already convinced ef- the Sab- 
miſſion they owe to his Heredit ary Riphs : That 
the Oaths they have taken, and the Declarations 
they have ſign d, are Things forced upon them: 
That the Church is in greater Danger than ever: 
That we are impoveriſh'd by Taxes; bully'd by 
dur Army, and Thall never be eaſy till Things 
run in their Old Channel. The Converſation'of 
their Clubs and Cabals turn either upon theſe 
Vain and Treaſonable Suggeſtions, or on Ground- 
leſs and Impious Reflections on the Royal Fa- 
mily; wherein they ſtrive to exoell one another 
in Folly and Impudence. Whatever Occaſion 
offers for the People to ſhew their Duty and 
Reſpect to his Majeſty and his Moſt THuſtrious 
Houle, theſe Governours of Cor porutions, either 
check the Inhabitants as Diſorderly and Riotous; 
or, if they deſign to appear in any ſuch Thing 
themſelves, they never fail of letting the World 
ſee that twas Grimace. Wherever the Intereſt 
of the Government is to be conſider'd, one 
Would think they were met only to raiſe Ob- 
jections, and perplex Matters, ſo cool are they in all 
requiſite Demonſtrations of their Loyalty : Bur 
they want for no Warmth when m can by 

wreſting their Power, exert it againft his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt dutiful and moſt faithful Subjects. 
Thus are the Inhabitants of theſe ill-goverg'd 
Cities and Burroughs, taught by the Example of 


their 
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their Governours, to live in a forced Subjection 


to King GEORGE, and with Sentiments that 


will always juſtifie and incourage them to 
throw oft their Obedience. How dangerous 


therefore muſt it be, to commit the Authority 


of the Laws to ſuch Men, who will ſurely put 


them in Execution in the wrong Place, and 
oppreſs all thoſe that are zealous for the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment? For fear of this Oppreſſion, the 
Poor People are driven by them into all the Irre- 


gularities of Elections, and dare not make uſe 
of the Liberty of their Reaſon, or of their Mills: 
If they do not vote as theſe Men would have 


them, and which is always in Oppoſition to the 
Government, they have Marks ſet upon them 


as Objects of Revenge and Perſecution ; and not 
Pc able to right themſelves, where their 


Proſecutors are their Jadgesgithey are very often 
ruin'd for their Loyalty and Reſolution. In all 


Taxes, whether Pablick or Parochial, in all Of- 


fices, in Billeting of Soldiers, in all Caſes be- 
tween Man and Man, or between Man and 


Magiſtrate, the King's Friends are {ure to bear 


the Burthen, and to come off with the worſt 
on't: Nor is there any End to be expected to 
this intolerable Grievance, without ſome Inter- 
poſition more powerful than their Magiſtracy. 


As faſt as their Places become vacant, by Death 


or otherwiſe, they are filPd up by Men of the 


ſame Stamp, without any Regard to Merit or 


Fortunes. Thus it comes, that moſt of the Ma- 
giſtracy in the Corporate Towns of England are 


or the. worſt ſort of Profeſſions and Buſineſſes, 
as 
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as Attornies, Alehoaſe-keepers, and even Peaſants, 
Sure there can be no greater Misfortune hap- 
pen to any Corporation, than to be ſubjected to 
the Authority of ſuch Men, who have neither 
Honeſty nor Ability to diſcharge the Truſts that 
are repos'd in them. There is no Trade in 
the Kingdom, which is moſt ſupported by Vice 
and Villany, but the Majority, if not all of them, 


are Tories, Enemies to Moderation and Liberty ! 


The Vintners in London, the 4lehouſe-keepers in 
the Country, and the Attornies, whoſe Buſineſſes 
naturally depend on Kuna. and Debauchery, 


are not fit to be truſted with thoſe Liberties 
and Properties, of which they make their Mar- 


lets. And it may juſtly be objected againſt the 


Peaſants, that having no Underſtanding of their 


own for ſuch things, they are fure to be led 


away by the firſt Trickſter who will be at the 
trouble to deceive them. Theſe are the Men 


who are thruſt forward in the Government of 
our Corporations. ; Now certainly, for. a Num- 
ber of People to be under the Influence of 
thoſe, whole Intereſt it is to deceive and cor- 


rupt them, and to lead them aſide, in all Caſes 


which concern the Conſtitutiou, nothing can be 
more hazardows, nothing more deſiruttive ! And 
thete Men think it their Intereſt to be Tories, 


becauſe Fair Dealing and Sober Living are, things 


that do not at all agree with the Wares they 


deal in. The little Petryfogger, who lives by 
the Abaſes of the Law, can't think he ſhall loſe 
much by the Deſtruction of it. The fat . Hot, 
that has already got ſo much by Healths tq; the 

oy Oz + " Pretender, 
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Pretenuer, can't imagine he ſhall get leſs when 
the Toaft is King James; and the Peaſant, who 
is inſtructed from his Childhood to hate -Pre/- 
bytery, can't think he does any harm in prefer- 
ring a Papiſt to a Presbyterian, a Term they moſt 
Wie beſtow on his Majeſty in their dark Ca- 
bals, and in their lewd Mirth, contrary to the 
Conviction of the little Reaſon they have: As 
indeed is every thing which they fay or do in 
Oppoſition to the beſt of Princes, his Dignity 
or Honour. I come now to ſhew 9 

Secondly, That it is 4;ſbonoarable to leave the 
Magiſtracy of the Corporations of England, in the 
Poſſeſſion of Tories; which is in part prov'd 
by what has been ſaid, in proving it dangerous. 
For nothing is more 4iſhonourable ro a Govern- 
ment, than to have it expos'd to Lzſalts and 
Contempt : And it 1s the Buſineſs of Tory Magi- 
ſtrates, upon all Occaſions, when they ought to 
exert their Duty to it, to inſult and ridicule it. 
This they do in all the lirtle Inſtances of their 
Authority, I need not obſerve how cautious 
they are of ſhewing too much Joy on his Ma- 
jeſty's Birthday, and how extravagant in their 
Rejoycings on the following Day, purely be- 
cauſe it goes by the Name of Reſtauration; not 
to commemorate the Reftautation of the Roy- 
al Family, of which his Majefty is fo Illuftrious 
a Branch, but to intimate their Hopes of ano- 
ther Reffauration : Tho' the Wit in their Pan is 
as remarkable as their Loyalty; to Reſtore one that 
never was Poſſeſ da. Such Obſervations as theſe 
ares too mean, when there are ſo many — 4 
: whic 
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vhich lie in our Way, to ſhew how Diſbonour- 


able it is to the Government to have any Part 
of its Authority in Tory Hande. 

It is doubtleſs a Diſbonour to it, to have the 
* Edge of it turn'd againſt its Friends ; to have 
it {lighted and abus d, and to appear under a 
Neceſſity of employing ſuch, as neither love 


juſt Eſteem and Affection for his Majeſty, while 
they are of Opinion, that he detains Another's 
Right, and poſſeſſes a Crown which ought (ſay 
they) to be the Inheritance of the Grandſon of the 


= clare as much. What greater Diſhonour can be to 
a Government, tham to be the Subject of its 
Servants Raillery and Reflections? If it is high- 


mily, that the Maſter of it ſhou'd be belov'd 
allow'd Maxim in common Life; *tis ſurely 


ſerve a Monarch, ſhou'd have and expreſs 
the higheſt Eſteem and Affection for his Perſon 


the Indifference, if not the Enmity, of all who 
obſerve it: And how much a Crown is 4diſbo- 
nour d when the Obedience to it is in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, is very eaſy to be imagin'd. How 
ſtrong does this Argument run againſt thoſe that 
fail in their Duty to a Prince ſo worthy of it as 
1 5 oly 


nor reſpe& it. The Affection and Eſteem of 
the Subject, is the greateſt Glory of the Prince; 
and it is impoſſible that Tories ſhould have a 


Martyr. Whether they do really think ſo, or not, 
certain it is that they inſinuate, and very often de- 


Fl ly neceſſary for the =_ Governance of a Fa- 
and reſpected by his Domeſticks, which is an 


much more ow that all thoſe wha 


and his Dignity ; the contrary draws after it 


| 
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our Sovereign King GEORGE? that want 
ReſpeQ for a Prince reſpected by all the Nations 
of the World, to whom this Nation is known ? 
And how much does it add to the Diſbonour of 
a Government, that it has no Enemies but where 
it ſhould have all Friends, and that thoſe ver 
Enemies are Agents of that Authority of Which 
they ought only to be Objects? Theſe Men are 
always doing, as much as in them lies, to leſſen 
its Reputation and narrow its Intereſt. They 
give the worſt Turn they can to all Events: 
What are good, they miſrepreſent; what are 
not ſo, they exaggerate and make worſe with 
Animadverſions on the Adminiſtration, as the 
Occaſion of it. In doing this, they open their 
fouleſt Mouths againſt his Majeſty's beſt Mini- 
ters and Servants. There is not one of them 
for whom they have not a good Word; but 
have Panegricks always ready for ſuch as are 
either avow'd or ſuſpected Enemies to the. Con- 
ſtitution. And can any thing be more diſhonoar- 
able to it, than to have its Champions and Mini- 
ſters inſulted, by the vile Tongues of an inſolent 
and ignorant Faction, ſupported by as ignorant 
and as inſolent a Magiftracy, who, ſuffering all 
Offences of this Kind to paſs with Impunity, 
will in time give Ground to the People about , 
them, to think that the Government dares not 
puniſh them, and that the Faction, as well as 
the Magiſtracy, are a Part of it, and by no means 
the leaſt conſiderable one. Thefe Obſervations 
are ſuch as are taken from Facts, and not Re- 
x: | | hd dae 
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ports, and are too general to need any 
. 1 
Fhis Nation can no more ſupport it 
ſelf without Trade, than its Church can 
without Religion. The Corporation Towns 
of England are: generally inhabited by 
Tradeſmen, Merchants, Retailers, or 
Manufacturers; and the main Body 
of thriving. and induſtrious: Britons are 
Loyal Subjects to King GEORGE. 
Out of this Body ſhould. the Magi/fracy 
bechoſen; and tho? unhappy for our Con. 
fitutiun, ſuch Elections are very much 
ſtrengthened by Tefts. Yet there remain 
enough to ſerve his Majeſty and the 
Publick in thoſe” Offices, if a Method 
was found out, to remove the declared 
or doubted Enemies to the preſent E- 
ftabliſhment, and the Foundation of its 
Revalution Principles. Trade can never 
flouriſh when it is under the Checks of 
ſuch as thrive by the Corruption of it. 
By A#tornies, who not only ſubſiſt, but 
enrich themſelves by htigious and vexa- 
tious Suits and Proſecutions ; and by T. 
vern- Men and Alehouſe-Men, who grow 
as rich by Extravagance and Debauchery ; 
all which are alike the Bare of Trade. 
To ſuch Men as theſe no Gavernment 
can be leſs grateful than the Preſent A = 
E Mis 
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Adminiſtration has diſcover'd it ſelf plain 
enough to be the Support of Honeſty and 
Induſtry, by the care it takes of Proper- 
ty and the due Diſtribution of | Juſtice. 
Vertue and Moderation are the Characte- 
riſticks of this Reign: And how can ſuch 
Fellows as Alehonſe-keepers or Pettifoggers 
do their Buſineſs by Moderation or Ver- 
eue? Perſecution and Vice are the grand 
Promoters of their Intereſts; and Popery 
the beſt Government for ſuch 'Locuſts ; 
Rapine and Licence are their Market; 
And a Conſtitution founded on Religion 
and Juſtice, the moſt: terrible thing to 
them in Nature. 0: gorge 
I mention ſuch low Profeſſions, if they 
are worthy of ſuch a good Name, be- 
cauſe the Magiſtracy of our Corporations are 
generally under ſuch Influence. There 
is hardly one in England, but the Lead- 
ing Man is either an Inn. tceper or an At- 
torney: And what Work ſuch Men make 
at Elections, all the Gentlemen in the 
Kingdom, who were ever concern'd in 
them, are too well acquainted With. I 
would not be cenſured as a Trifler for 


inſiſt ing on the Danger of having ſuch 


ſcandalous Perſons ſet at the Head of 
Corporations. As for the Fettifogger, twill 
be generally allow*d me, that it is a Shame 
; "WW 
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to a Government to be ſerv*d by him; 
and as for the Inn-keeper, how he buſies 
himſelf in Country Corporations, and what 
Miſchief he does there, is much better 
ſet forth in a Pamphlet, entituled, The 
Inn: keeper's Opinion 4 the Triennial Act. 
As they ſell their Cities and Barroaghs, 
they would do the ſame by their Coun- 
try, if they could meet with a Chap- ' 
man. And it is a Maxim among moſt of 
them, Any Government but this; Any 
King but the beſt of Kings, King 
GEORGE. Some of them have been 
ſo profane in their Expreſſions, that I 
dare not repeat them: They have been 
often heard to ſay, I care not who comes ; 
let the come, we can't have a worſe. 
This Blaſphemy is ſo common with them 
and their Creatures, that it is amazing 
to find it has not met with Animadver- 
fion : But who ſhall dare Inform againſt 
a Magiſtrate of a Town? As mean and 
pitiful as he may be in himſelf, as he is 
in his Station, he can be miſchievous : 
and *tis in theſe Places only, where it may 
be truly faid, that we at once fear 4 Man 
and deſpiſe him. For Contempt and Fear 
never go elſewhere together.  _ 
One cannot, by all the Arguments in 
the World, give ſo clear a Demonſtra- 
_ = tion 
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tion of the Danger and Diſhonour of ad- 
mitting, or continuing, ſuch Perſons in 
Places. of Truſt, as by inquiring into the 
Conduct of the. Tory Magiſtracy of Eng- 
land ſince King GEORGE _ 
Acceſſion to the Throne. 

So early as the Day of His Majeſt 

| Coronation, they countenanc'd Ra 
to diſturb the Rejoycings of his Loy 1 
Subjects, and particularly at Bedford, — 
Maypole was hung with Mourning, and 
the Mob ſupported by the Magr/trares, 
. who took no manner of Notice of the 
Complaints made againſt them. 

At Chicheſter, the Mayor protected a 

Company of. Factious Rakehells, the 
Scum of the Town, againſt the juſt Re- 
ſentment of a moſt Noble Peer, for their 
treaſonable Hieroglyphicks at their 
Bonefire. 
At Newceftle-Underline, the Ma mee 
openly abetted the Populace that pullꝰd 
down the Meeting-Houſes, and one of 
them actually animated them in the Pro- 
ſecution of their Riot. 

At Leeds, ſome Time after; tho pre- 
tender's Birth-day was celebrated with 
Ringing of Bells, &c. And the Mayor 
and his Brethren defended the Criminals 
againſt the Correction that was . 

5 3 


„ 
for them by ſome of His Majeſty's faiths 
ful Servants in the Town t. 
At T aupton in Somerſetſbire, the Rab- 


ble was ſpirited. up by the Magiſtracy, 
to aſſault the Houſes 05 the Welleffecte, 
and rewarded by them for it with Ale 
At Bridgewater, a Worſhipful Magji- 
ſtrate pretending. to be very joyful upon 
a Publick Day, gave an Entertainment; 
where the Reigning Toaſt was the Ning 


i  befare George. 


At Norwmich, a late Mayor was preſent 
at the demoliſhing a Bonfire made by 

His Majeſty's Loyal Subjects, and gave 
himſelf, particular Directions to prevent 
ſuch Diſorders, as he call'd them. 

* Oxft od but it would be endleſs 

if I ſhould go about to obſerve, what of 

this Kind has been done in ſuch Places 


as Oxford, where almoſt every Act of 
| Corporation Government is an Affront 
F to His Majeſty's; nor needed I to have 
been at the Trouble to give theſe few 


Inſtances of a Thing ſo well known; 
Proofs of which I might bring from all 
the Tory Corporations in England, and 
that on more ſolemn Occaſions than e- 
ven Days of Rejoycing. His Majeſty's, 
and the Parliament's Senſe of theſe 

Things, 
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Things, is ſufficient to warrant any 

thing JI can ſay on this bad Subject. 

It 1s declar'd in one of His Majeſty's 

firſt Proclamations, Nov. the 2d, 1714, 

That ſeveral Riots, Tamalts, and Unlaw- 

ful Aſſemblies, to the Diſturbance of the 
Pablick Peace, and to the Endangering of 

all Order and Government, were promoted 

and "encouraged by thoſe, whoſe Duty it was 

to have prevented and ſuppreſſed the ſame. 

And the Houſe of Commons, in an Ad- 

dreſs on the 18th of July following, ſay, 

Jt being apparent that tht Neglect or Miſ- 
behaviour of many Juſtices of the Peate, 

and other Magiſtrates, hath given great En- 
conragement to the ſaid Orders, We crave 
Leave, in all Humility, to beſeech Tour | 
Majeſty that an Account may be taken of 

ach Juſtices of the Peace as have failed 
in the Diſcharge of their Duty, on theſe 
Occaſions, and that ſuch of them as ſhall 
appear to Jour Majeſty to have neglected 
their Duty, may be forthwith put out of the 
Commiſſion of the Peace; and that ſuch o- 4 
ther Magiſtrates, as ſhall likewiſe appear to 
| have neglected their Duty therein, may be 
proceeded againſt with the utmoſt Rigour of 
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The wonderful Forbearance of this 
Adminiſtration has appeared in nothing 
more, than in the Continuance of ſuch 
negligent Juſtices of the Peace, and Ma- 
iſtrates, as are here mention d. Thoſe 
ſuſtices, that have been removed in a- 
ny af the Counties of the Kingdom, 
were diſplac'd at the humble Requeſt 
of the Houſe of, Commons, for . their 
Diſaffection, or Negligence, not to gra: 
tify the Reſent ments of a cruel and re; 
vengeful Miniſtry, as that of the. latter 
Part of the laſt Reign. None have been 
caſt out of the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
but ſuch as were notoriouſly Diſaffect- 
ed, ſuch as your Harvey, your Wind. 
Hams, and their Abettors; or ſuch, who 
out of Cowardice, or Indolence, durſt not 
do their Duty; who were either afraid 
of Mending the Faction, or indifferent as 
to pleaſing their Sovereign; who, by neg 
lecting the Diſcharge of their I af 
thought to ſecure a Retreat on the o- 
ther Side when it was prevalent, and 
flatter'd themſelves, that the Lenity of 
this Government would bear with their 
Negligence, and that they might act a- 
gain at Pleaſure, when they themſelves 
thought fit. They fooliſply imagin'd, the 
Conſtitution could not do without 121 
ah | an 
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tuin by the ſame Principles on which it 


and that, by the Help of the inferior 


_ Clergy, they ſhould be always able 26 
18 vp fuch a Ferment as would obs: 


lige the Crown to accept of their Service 
on their own Terms; And the fame 
Terms upon which they over-ran the. 
Nation in that unhappy Period I ſo 
lately mention'd ; a Change of the Mi. 


niftry.; a Reſtauration of the Ola Ones, ant 


an Addition to the liking of High-Church; 


the Conſequences . of which would be 


Ruin to us and all Chriſtendom. ' > 
Machiavel fays, Every State is be main. 


was founded, And as their Principles 
are Perſecution and Tyranny, it is impoR 
fible that any State could ſupport it felf 
where ſuch Men are admitted into Pow. 
er. The Wiſdom of our Government 
is ſuch, that we are in no manner of 
Danger of ſo fatal an Adminiſtration : 
That Wiſdom: will for ever exclude all 
thoſe from Power, that would have e 
cluded the Royal Family from the Crown; 
nor ever confide in thoſe, that would 
have betray'd them and us to the Pre. 
tender. Tis this Wiſdom the Facbion 


fears, and that with the Egyptian Curſe 
of Inpenitence, as I have before obſer- 
eee 


That 


1 Pn 
That this Struggh: for Power is all. 
they mean by Charch, and was all they 
meant by Peace, is what every body is 
as ſure of, as that Sacheverel was con- 
demned; and Paul was hang d. Iis 
what the Lives, Characters and Conſcien- 
ces of the Men prove as plainly, as the 
Sun does that there is Light; therefore 
the ſole Aim of the Faction, by their 
continu'd Sedition and Juſolence, is to 
keep up their Spirits in hopes of ſome: 
lucky Incident or other, in Favour of 
the Pretender, under whom they pro- 
miſe themſelves as much Power, as their 
Malice and Revenge can wiſh. One can- 
not too ↄften touch upon this, to ſhew 
the Vanity of their Pretences: And I 
Mall confirm what I have ſaid, by a 
Say ing of that Noble Lord the Earl of 
TL. -a, in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 
His Lordſhip; is ſpeaking of the Facti- 
ous nabe en of Men in Corporations at 
Elections for Members of Parliament; 
On theſe Oec aſians, when Party Healths go 
round, the. naming of one General before 
another, often produces 4 bloady Quærrel; 
aud which is far worſe, the ſacred Name 
of the Church is impioufly profaned in the 
Streets, aud commonly join d with Per 
with the Countenance of theſe Tory 
bee . F | Magi- 
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Magiſtrates : For if they 


were Hearty, 


or even Honeſt, in Diſcharge of their 


Offices, the peace of the Nation had 
not been ſo ſhamefully diſturb'd, as it 
has been ſince the fata Change alter S. 


cheverePs Tryal. 


When one has: beten them out ; of | 
their Charch Entrenchment, twould be 
eaſy to drive them from that of the State, 
Their Diſguft for removing the Mini- 
ſters which King GEORGE found 
in the Miniſtry at bis Acceſſion to the 
Throne: The Right of the Sovoreipn, in 
the Choice of his Servants, was vehe- | 
mently vindicated by their Advocate 
the Examiner, and that in behalf of 
the Turn before · mentiond; - Which was 
the moſt unreaſonable, ' and the moſt 
deſtructive one that ever was made. 
Now the Turn after His Majeſty's Ar- 
rival in England wis on the Contrary, 
the moſt reaſonable and neceſſary. 
Can any one doubt, but that the 
Meaſures for bringing in the Preten- 
der, were concerted during the Tory ) 
Adminiſtration after the Change of 1710? 
Can any one doubt, but that the Au- 
thority which made that Change, was 
alſo ready to fupport thoſe 'Meaſures ? 
And can it be doubteq, but that ſo _ 

an 


* © 

and ſo experienc'd, ſo generous,. and 
ſo belov'd a Prince as King GEORGE, 
was fully appriz'd. of the Intrigues which 
were forming to prevent his Sacceſſion? 
An Illuſtrious Peer, Brother of his Lord 
| ſhip to [whoſe 7 5 I laſt referr'd, 
ſpeaking in the ſame Seſſion of Parlia- 
— the Deſigus of the late Miniſtry 
againſt the Proteſtant Sacceſſian, ſpoke to 
this Effect; 1s is certain, and bas (ince 
manifeſtly appear d, that whatever Arts 
were uſed by. the. laſt Miniſtry to blind and 
deceive the People, Deſigns had been laid 
to. bring in the Pretender long . before. the 
Ring happy Acceſſion to the Throne. That 
the Diſappointment of theſe Deſigns was 
eutirelj owing to Providence, &c. And 
how far the Power under which they 
acted Was engaged in thoſe Deſigns, 
all who are acquainted with the Pro- 
ceedings of the then Caurt, and can 
judge of them impartially, are very well 


ö 4 


ſatisfy'd of. But as for thoſe that will 
believe nothing which reflects on the 
Head and Members. of it, but what 

comes from thęir own ſide; let them 
read what the Pretender himſelf ſays of 
his Dear Jiſter in hig Declaration of the 
25th of October, 1715, He cannot 7 
ſuade himſelf, that ſhe intended to efla 2 
r 


. 
and perpetuate the Peace which ſhe had gi- 
ven to theſe Kingdoms, by deſtroying for ever 
all Competitions to the ' Succeſſion of tht 
Crown, and by ſecuring to him at laſt the 
Enjoyment of that Inheritance, out of which 
he had been ſa long kept, which her Conſci- 
ence muſt inform her was his due, and which 
her Principles muſt bend her to deſire that 
he might obtain, Thus we trace all the 
Deſigns of the Faction, from Church to 
Peace, from Peare to the Pretender, as he 
is pleas'd to confeſs himſelf. This be- 
ing the State of things when his Maje- 
ſty came to the Crown, and without 
doubt exactly informed of the Contri- 
vances of his Enemies; had he not all 
the Reaſon in the world to remove them 
from their Stations near his Perſon, and 
eſtabliſh thoſe Patriots in their ſtead, who 
in the worſt of Times had been true to 
the Intereſts of his Royal Houſe? In 
what a Condition had We been, as well 
as our Sovereign, if the Pretender had in- 
vaded us when Ormond was Captain Ge- 
neral, Bolingbroke and Mar Secretaries of 
State, Windham Chancellor of the Exche- 
ow; Miſbeart Admiral, and the like? 
nd where's the Reaſon, where the Ju- 
Rice, of exclaiming againſt the Removal 
of thoſe whom neither Oaths 'nor Sacra- 
1 ments 
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3290 A 
ments could engage to be true to their 
King and Country, their 1 
Liberty? 'Tis obvious that all ſuch as 
make this Clamour, are angry, not ſo 
much becauſe thoſe ill Miniſters have 
loſt their Places, as becauſe the Work 


Was not done ſor which they were put 


into them, to give the Pretender what 
their Paſſive- Obedience Con ſcionoes muſt 
inform them was his Due, and their Ju- 
re divino Principles muſt bend them" to 
deſire that he might obtain, to uſe his on 
Words, which they cannot but be much 


delighted with. Can there be any Com- 
placency for ſuch Men as theſe? Have 


they not given Proofs enough of their 
Treachery and Perjury? Have they not 
run from the Pulpit and the Bench in- 
to Rebellion againſt a King, to whom 
they had ſworn to be Faithful, and for 
a Pretender, whoſe Right they had Ab- 
jur'd? In arguing with theſe People, the 
greateſt Part of a Man's Buſineſs is to 
remove the Rubbiſh with which their 
Pretences are ſurrounded, their Falſboods, 


their Contradictions, Abſurdities and Im- 


pudence. One is drawn into Repetition 
and Tautology, by their eternal Cry of 
the Church; and if you will have the 
laſt Word of them, you muſt make a litrle 
1 Noiſe, 
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Noiſe, | as well as they 4 great: One, 


tis not to convince them: For excepting 


here and there a cunning: Deſigning | 


Conſcience, | the Bulk of the Faction 


are generally ſo ignorant, fo ſtupid, ſuch 


Strangers to the Religion they profeſs, 


and the Laws they are - govern'd by, - 


that Words will do their Bufineſs every 
whit as well as Arguments, and Lies 
content them à8 well as Fas. Hard 
Caſe then! for His Majeſty's Loyal 


Subjects to be controul'd by ſuch ſorry 
Took, as the Factios are for the moſt 
Part compos'd of. If a ſubtle Fellow once 
gets himſelf to he a Manager in. a Town 


Corporate, he ſoon ęrects himſelf into a 
Petty _ and picks out for his Mi- 
niſters, the dulleſt and meaneft of the 
Community, that his Tyranny may not 
be divided by Competition ; And where 
there happens to be a Daumvirate or 


Triumvirate, where two or three Ma- 
nagers are to be found in à Corporation, 


the moſt Kyavih is generally the moſt 


popular; and they all hang their Heads 
ſo well together, that the Under-Spurs 


{ball always be of the meaneſt and moſt 
worthleſs of the Community, which 
indeed muſt neceſſarily be, where hi 

Tt Fa a- 
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nagement is Tory, as has been before 


| hinted : And by how much theſe Ciza- 


tures are more worthleſs and meaner 
than their Neighbours, by ſo much the 
more inſolent When they are . cloattyq 
with the awful Magiſtraty of a Corporation. 
What's worſe than all this, is, that 
theſe Magiftr ates being either poor or vg. 
garuly, and their Tory Brethren of the 


ſame Character, they all' liſt themſelves 


under ſome Leader of the Faction, ar 
whoſe Beck they generally are. Thus, 
go into the South, you- ſhall find the 
notable Corporation of Ringſton paying 
Homage to Harvey of Combe on his Ef- 
largement out of Vengate: Go into the 
Weſt, and the as notable Corporation of 


_ Wells are ringing} all their Bells for the 


Deliverance of Windham. Launceſton in 

Cornwall Will do the ſame for Lenſdown, 
as ſoon as he gets out of the Tower; 
and the Neighbouring Towns are ready 
to follow her Example. This is a Combi 
nation of ſo many pimping Powers in: Op- 
poſition to the Sovereign, a Defiance of his 
Reſentment, and an Inſult upon his Go- 
vernment. How would their once 
Champion, Dr. Dævenant, have declaimi- 
ed againſt ſuch Inſolence? Let them 
turn to his Eſſays, and in that on Peace 
. _— 


(40 | 
they'll find bim talking to them thus, 
if they had but the Grace to hearken 
to any thing that's good: The Peo- 
„ ple (ſays he) ought not to oppoſe. or 
Z obſtruct Juſtice, by openly. countenan-, 
* cing and eſpouſing their Cauſe, who 
« are indeed Crminal, or who at leaſi 
&« are thought ſo. For People to out-dare; 
and inſult their Proſecutors, or right. ' W/ 
<. or wrong, to defend Perſons. accus d, 
4 in Defiance of Government, mult in 
time bring the Conſtitution it ſelf to 
be the Subject of the Quarrel ; which 
& js of ſuch dangerous Conſequence; 
& that it can end in nothing but per- 
e petual Diſcord, and a total Subver--⸗ 
ſion of the Laws. Pag. 12 5, 126. | 
As to this, there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that one of the main To- 
picks in their Corporate Aſſemblies, are 
the Merit and Sufferings of the late 
Duke of Ormond and late Lord Boling- 
broke-; Healths to whom are, never for- 
gotten, when they can do it with Safe: 
ty. And when can they not ſafely do 
it, when their whole Crew. are of a 
Fiege, which they take all the Care 
they are capable to keep up? They 
look upon the King's Friends among 
dem as Falſe Brethren, and let 4 
70 2 e ittle 
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„ the State is very much diftemper'd. 


| pected, as the only Patriots. 


. 
little into their Secrets as pollible But 
are not afraid to vindicate Harley, Sur e | 


ford, all the Impeachd, and all _— S 


- The Doctor proceeds, p. 135. 
* In Kingly Goveraments tis always 


4 dangerous to the Prince, that a Fa- 


< ction ſhould buoy up and ſupport 
« Private Men againſt his Authority-; 
but more eſpecially, where the Marks 
4 Of his Disfavour are both well ground- 


« ed and apparent: If his Diſpleaſure 
4 is ſufficient to recommend a Man 


to the Peoples Liking, tis a Sign 


& *Twas reckon'd Ominous to Jalius 
e Ceſar, hen Marallus and Cæſarius, 
« < he had newly diſgraced, had 
a great many Voices to be Conſuls. 
— avert the many Omens of this 


Kind, with which the Faction have 
diſturb'd this Kingdom ! Ormond is at- 


tainted, and his Brother preſently cho- 
ſen High- Steward of Weſtminſter by the 


Burgeſſes: Phipps is turn'd out of the 
Chancellor's Place in Ireland, and the 


W immediately honour him with 
G the 


* 
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the Title of Doctor. And wherever: 


a leſs Community of Tories have it in 
ir Power to affront the beſt of Prin- 


9 


both Weſtminſter and Oxford in Diſſoy- 
alty. What need is there of Inſtances 


of this Kind? Let every Man judge 
for his own Corporation; and if a Har- 


vey, or a Windham, was the Candidate, 


judge how the Votes would go. 


Dr. Davenant again. It is worſe 


© when Men are follow'd, cry'd up; 
“ and countenanc'd, who are under Ae- 
cuſations of the higheſt Nature, and 
* who are Obnoxious, not only to the 


& Prince, but to the State. For it is 


then a Sign, that there is a Party 


< endeavouring ' to contend with him 


« even for Dominion, or Who, at leaft, 


<« would ft up Imperium in Imper io, | 


„ which a Wiſe Prince is not to ſuffer: 
„ And whatever Side is ſtrong enough 


© to; condemn the Innocent, and acquit 
<« the Guilty, in Oppoſition - to what 
* paſſes for the governing Part of the 
= State, may truy be ſaid, to hold in | 


a manner the Reins of Empire; to 


they are ready enough to outvie 


« rival 


: 


* 


: 


/ 


1 vided, that it can't long preſerve 1 


Io. — — 


1 „ 


&« rival the Prince's Power, and in- 


„ indeed to have ſet themſelves above 


« the Laws: And where this happegay 
« that Nation is ſo deprav'd and def 


« Conſtitution. 


Our Sovereign, God be thanked, 


knows the Evil, and has the Wiſdom 


and the Power to remedy it, which 
is all IJ have been contending for. Do 
not 'the Magiſtrates, and Communities, 
in our Cities and Towns Corporate, cry 


up and countenance Perſons accus'd of 


the higheſt Crimes? Do not they al- 
ready threaten to limit their Obedience, 
even to their own Repreſentatives, to 
their own Time? Is not this ſetting 


up Imperium in Imperio * Did they not, 
and do they not ſtill, condemn the 


Victorious Duke of Marlborough, and 
all the Glorious Miniſters of that Part 
of Queen Anne's Reign, which was truly 


glorious ? Do they not acquit their Suc- 
ceſſors, who, in the Words of a Wor- 
thy Member of this. preſent Parliament, 
in an infamous Manner broke the Grand 
Alliance, wiolated the Faith of Treaties, 
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funk the Credit of the Nation, betruy'd itt 


Intereſts, abandowd and ill treated car an- 
aert and beſt Allies, ſought for and careſt 
oss, with no other Deſign, but to male 
'Os more eaſy Prey to the 22 And 
what do they aim at by . 
their Diſaffection to the Government 


only, as the ſame eloquent Senator told 


the Houſe, that they may tale hold of 


the firſt Opportunity to unlooſe the Doors 


of your Priſons, and to: ſet Trœtors once 
more at the Head of your Affairs, and re- 
adi their former 1 705 d Scenes of Trea- 


chery ; to make Jon 4 Tributary Province 


to France, and for ever ale * Rain 
of theſe Ng dum. 


Having ſhewn in what in 17 hs 
Magiſtracy of this Nation is at preſent: 
How uneaſy. it renders ' His Majeſty's 
| Loyal Subjects, and how unſafe his Go- 


vernment ; it may. be expected, that as 


I have treated of the Diſeaſe, 1 ſhould 
treat alſo of the Cure: But Perſons with- 


out Doors, who are no farther con- 


cerned in the Legiſlature, than in the 
Right their Freebolds give them, ought 
m good e and Diſcretion to be 
2 ö 7 N cautious 
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cautious how they adviſe thoſe, whom. 
they are to obey. However, ſince in 4 
Free Country every Man is allow'd the, 1 2 
Freedom of his Opinion, as far as © 
it is conſiſtent. with his Duty to the— 
Government, that Freedom would be © 
of little Service to himſelf, or the Pub- 
lick, if he were not allow d to explain 
It. but ſtill with all due Subraſſion to | 
the Pleaſure of the Stare. „ 


f As far as this Grievance a to 

Juſtices of the Peace, there -is a quick 

ill, Way to redreſs it. Some have will'd 
that it had been done more effeQually, and 

| the Purge had been more general: That 

no ſaſpected, nor even lukewarm Friends 

to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, ſhould. be 
any where left in the Commiſſion. * The 
Pretence, that there would then be 
wanting Perſons of Family and Fortune 
to ſerve in it, is groundleſs: For there 
1 is not a County in England, where there 
are not a ſufficient Number of Prote- 
ſtant Gentry always ready to ferve His 
Majeſty. in any Station. One County 
indeed may fall the ſhorter, I mean that 
of 3 for that there are more 
5 Diſſemters 


(46) 


Diſſenters in it than Low-Chirchmen, But 


I am now vindicating the Hardſhips the 
Diſſenters lie under on that Account; 

not juſtifying the Rigour of thoſe Tes 
that deprive the Government of the 
Service of ſome of the moſt Faith- 
ful of its Subjects. Many Juſtices of 
the Peace, of the High Stamp, refus'd 
to act by His Majeſty's Commiſſion, 


* 


in hopes the Government would be ne- 


ceſſitated to make Uſe of them for want 


of Hands. This was in an eſpecial 


Manner obſervable in the Wel of Eng- 
land, where the Ruddy Octobrians roll. 
ly imagin'd the state would fall to 
—— without them. They complain'd 
mightily of the Unhappineſs of having 
the Magiſtracy taken from the Old FA. 
milies, who had drunk hard for the 
Church ever ſince the Reformation; and 
that Men of Eſtates ſhould: be aſſocia- 
ted: with Upſtarts A Name they give 


every body they never knew before, 


tho their Converſation is as narrow as 
their Underſtanding; and like their 
Dyg they always hunt in a Pack. But 
At äs been found, that in ſome of the 
Au geſt and moſt corrupt Counties i 
| the 


| 8 N 
ian No 
2 


, 


37 


(47) 


the Meſt, a8 Devonſhire and ,Somer ſet hire; N 
there were more than enough of the 
Proteſtant Gentry, worthy and ready to 
ſerve His Majeſty ; and that with alf. 


> A 


their Bluſter , the New Commiſſion, 


would more than buy the .0/d, There 
is no Man has any Pretence ro that Ser- 
vice, who does not deſerve it by his 
Lozalty to his Kin, and Love to his 
Country : Tho' he may boaſt a Deſcent, 
from VUter Pendragon, or William. the 
100 Tuns/of,0ctober in his Cellar ;, if ie. 
is an Enemy to his Country, he ig a 


certain as that every Tory is a Jap 


lite. 


* 


106 
* : 


Tho' it is an eaſy Matter to ſet Things 


right in the Counties, it will be found 


very difficult to accompliſh it in the 
Corporations. The Tories are in Poſſeſ- 


ſion of the Magiſtrac, and the moſt ſer- 
viceable Proteſtants excluded by Oaths 
and Sacraments. I call them the may 


Serviceable, becauſe they are the mo 


Sober, the moſt Induſtrious, the moſt 


Thriving, 


% 
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Thriving, and the moſt Loyal. I ſpeak 
now in Oppoſition to Fiigh-Charch : Por 
there are doubtleſs among = Lom- 
Church, Men of equal Sobre 2 
Wealth and D But 5 ould 
rejoice to have the Aſſiſtance of their 
Proteftant Neighbours, who (as was ſaid 
by a Noble Lord in the firſt Seſſion of 
ueen Annes firſt Parliament) join d 
with 75 Church in the laſt and greateſt 
Dan Dog e was expos'd to with all imaginable 


and Sincerity againſt the Papiſts, their 


common Enemies, and orgs ever ſince conti- 


nued to ſbem all Signs of Friendſhip and 
Sabmiſfion to the Government of Church 
and State, But laying aſide their duti- 
ful Regard to the Charch, we are here to 
_ conſider them as Subjects we have ſeen 
their Carriage during the late Rebellion: 
Not One in a Million of them took 
Arms againſt their Rightful and Lamful 
Sovereign, tho not One of them was 
capable of a Commiſſion to take Arms 
for Him; on the Contrary, the whole 
Army of the Rebels Was 2 1 of 
Papiſts and Tories, 


T have already aeclar'd my wy a Mem- 
ber of the Eſtabliſpd Church, and if that 


_ 
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Eſtabliſhment depended on my fingle Vote, 
12 declare it ſhould be for the 
Epiſcopal Church of gland. But tho 
1 am a Son of the Charch, and that on a 
much better Principle than my Baſfurd 
Brethren, the Tories, yet IL am a Briton 
and a Subject of King GEORGE. The 
the Liberty of my Country, are dearer 

to me than the empty Name of a Church; 
which cannot be ſupported without 
them. It is therefore for the Preſerva- 
tion of that very Church, that I wiſh 


Biſhop Morley to a Divine that was talk- 


ing with him on that Subject; or that 
thoſe who have all along been ſo friend- 


Ilvy and ſubmiſſive to Her, were not de- 


- prived of their Birthrights, and the 
Kingdom of their Service, to humour a 
Parcel of Proud, : Illiterate Prieſtis, and 
their Patrons, the For- hanters. I ſay II- 
literate Prieſts; becauſe the Tory Prieſt- 
hood have generally Cloſets without Books, 
Cures without Religion, and Zeal with- 
out Knowledge: On the contrary, the 
true Proteſtant Clergy of the Church of 
England are Men of the moſt Learning, 
| NM Piety 
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pie a Virn of any in Earope, Men 
{>| Mocdttation and Worth; one 
of the Chief —— —— in Patliament, 
Arno" 1703, Management, wit 
vation — nur mat an Artifice 10 

Mr unc @ Popith Iaereſt. ': And how it 


| Jad advanc'd ity we have been ſufhc lent- 


1y- convinc'd in/out: Days. Fray God 
"we may ſee: no more of it. Rain! over 
the Addreſſes from: the Curporatiuns after 


the 7554“ of the Condemmn A Duttor gi yiou?!l 
dee there how the Maus, Aldermen; and 
Cuimon Council, tall furioufly on dhe Re- | 


"wolation, and the 2 of the 


to King James, if his pretended Father's 
and Mother's Word is of any Weight 


with them. Was not chat advaneing a 
Popiſb Intereſt with a Witneſs? Did it 


not fo far advance it, as to produce 
| Schemes for bringing him in? Did not 
- thoſe Schemes 1b far ſucceed, as to bring 


him in, and to arm 20000. Rebels againſt 
the Government founded on ſo many Acts 


of Parliament, and ſo ſolemnly, . fo fre- 


quently * by _ Tories them- 
| ſelves: ? 


' Houſe of Hanoum; how: they cry up 
the Divine, "Hereditary, > Unalieziable, Vn 
alreruble, ' Iodefeable Rigir of che. Heir 


«| 
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ſelves ? What Truſt is there in theſa 
Men? And why muſt ſo many brave: 
and worthy Proteſtants be rendred Un- 
ſerviceable to their Kay and Country, 
out of Complacency to'thoſe that would 


\ 


betray them N N 


*Twas the Cry of the Church, Which 
has ſincè been made a Jeſt of by them- 
ſelves, that ſhut thoſe Proteſtanrs out of 
the Serviee, and not any real Sentiment 
that they were in a Schiſm. For if Preſ= 
byeery is a Schiſm in England, tis the ſame 
in Carolina; and yet-upon a Complame 
of the Colony at Carolina, that Craven, 
Beaufort, and the Tory Proprietors, had 

impos'd ſuch a ſort of Severity on the 
People of that Province; it was reſolv'd 
in Parliament, An. Dom. 1705, That the 
late Att in Carolina, for the more effettual 
Preſervation of the Government, by requiring 
all Members of the Commons Zo + 
ſemöſy to conform to the Religious Worſhip 
' of the Charch of England, 7s founded upon 
Falſity in Matter of Fatt, contrary to the 
Charter, is an Encouragement to Atheiſm 
and Irreligion, deſtructive to Trade, aud 
tends to the depopulating and raining of the 


* * 7 28 2 ? * - - * 

-— $ — 489 * = b * 2 EY _— 

— Es @ 4-4 - my - — 43 - - - 
— — — ͤ—— oat 

2 A " * 
. 8 p - l . 1 x 
— EI - — ñfä— . —— — - 
| 


= — — . er een 2 —ͤäĩůͤ% „„ ⁵¹l „ Ip. To © 44 "4 — 
9 p 


(52) 
ſald Province, &c. It is very odd, that 
an Adt which entouraged Atheiſe and Irre- 
ligion, was deſtractive to Trade, & c. in 


one Country, . dee the Proteſtant 


Religion, confirm the Toleration, and farther 
ſecure the Proteſtant Succeſſion in another. 


Whether the Taries are concern'd in 
earneſt for the Church, or not, whether 
it does, or does nat pleaſe them, all good 
Britons are for ſupporting the preſent 


Eſtabliſhment in the Church: But then 


they are alſo for ſupporting the preſent 
Eftabliſhment in the State. And what 
Support it can have from a Tory Magi- 
ftracy, judge, all You that have Eyes to 


_ fee, and Ears to hear! How to reconcile 


the Neceſſity of making Uſe of other 
Hands with the Oaths, Sacraments, and 
Declarations, that ſtand between our 
Brother Proteſtants, Fellow Subjects, and 
the Publick Service, is, as I have hint- 
ed, too difficult a Task for a Freeholder 


without Doors: But if it is thought ne- 


ceſſary by thoſe that have the Means, as 
well as the Inclination, to accompliſh it, 
*twill be the greateſt Security that the 
Peace and Proſperity of this Government 


—— —ͤ —— er ro ones og 
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is capable of ; it will untie the Hands of "2M 
many Thouſands of his Majeſty's faith= | 
ful Subjects, whoſe Hearts and Purſes 
| 

| 


are already open to his Service; Faition 
would then ſoon skulk in Corners, and 
there whiſper its Diſcontent and Treaſon, 
which it now utters with a daring Fore- 

| Head under the Protection of a corrupted 


Magiſtracy. 


I know very well it is a bold Under- 
taking to Counſel our Counſellors, and 
I ſhall therefore paſſively obey, all the 
Laws of my Country, and conform to 

5 all their Injunctions; Nevertheleſs, I can- 
not help obſerving where the Seeds of 
future Evils are ſown, and in a likely 
WAY of growing up to Maturity, unlefs 
in Time they are prevented. * 


I have not Courage enough to fay, 
that all the Corporations in England require 
a Viſitation; ſure I am, thoſe of Oxford 
and Cambridge would not be the worſe 
for it. In the Year 1705, the late Right 
Reverend Dr. John Moore, Lord Biſhop. 
of Ely, made « Motion for conſulting the 
Judges about the Power of the Queen: to 


_ vile 


654) 


* the Univerſities, com plaini ing of the 
at and gre there which they inculcated' 
upon their Pa apils, who brought the ſame 
Zen with them to the Parifhes, when they 
came Abroad, to the great Di ;furbanct YM 
Pablick Charity.” Such a Viſitation 3 if the 


Judges had made an anſwerable eport, 
would have prevented many of the 11. 
chiefs that have ſince taken | theie Riſe in 
the Univerſities. Theſe furious Blades, 
when they come to Country Corporations, 
have the Direction of the Magiſtrates 


Conſciences, are their Confeſſors and 


Companions, and breathe into them their 
Academical Heat and Paſſion, which 

breaks out into Faction and " Diſloyalry, 
Wherefore *tis plain, if any Places ought 
to be viſited, the Work ſhould be begun 
at Oxford and Cambridge; and nothing in 


the World ſhews their want of it ſo 


much as their Fear of it. If it is but 
nam'd, the Church is immediately tum- 
bling into as much Confuſion as the 


Tower of Babel; yet it is moſt ſure, that 


an honelt Man is never afraid or aſham'd 
"> bag Accounts, nor an honeft 
Nor - of being wifited. -Guilt only trem- 


dies e at a fair Tapete, and the _— 
tne 
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the, Univerſuies. exclaim againſt a Viſita. 


tion, the more neceſſary will all wiſe and 
good Men think it. Were the Fountain 

pure the Channels wou'd partake of their 
Purity ;. but while they are defiled, and to 
ſuch a deplorable degree as they are at 


preſent, what can one expect thence but 


Filth and Impurity ? The Progreſs of 
Learning ſeems to have been ſtopt there 


of late by the Progreſs of Faction. What 


have they produc d ſince the Æra of their 
Doctor, but Libels againſt the Revolution, 


and Ixvectives againſt Moderation ? What 


Deeds have they diſtinguiſhd themſelves 
by, but demoli ing of Le and 


putting out Bonfires? Where are the Pro- 


ductions of Wit and Science? But alas Sci- 
ence and Wit never herded with Facdion and 
Sedition. The Arts are for Peace and Tran- 
quillity, and the Academies have latel been 
the Seats of Diſcord and Tumult. Gentle- 
men of Senſe and Honour are cautious of 


ſending their Sons there, for fear of their 


being debauch'd both in Manners and 
Priuciples, inſtead of being nouriſh'd with 
ſound Learning and wholſome Doctrine. 
One wou'd think, that the Pert Sophiſts 
that are ſent thence on Tory Miſſious, 
Were 
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were father poſſeſtd than inſpibd, and 
that inſtead of a Genius, they were each 


acted by a Demon. Charity is their Jeſt; 


Obedience their Scorn; and they ate as 


much Strangers to Loyalty and Virtue, as 


to good my and good Letters, They 
ſtock themſelves with Sophiſtry inſtead of 
Argument, ſupply with Vanity what they 


want in Merit, get a Habit of Impudence, 
and with theſe Qualifications they are 
diſperſt all over the Kingdom, to poyſon 
the Ignorant and confirm the Corrupt: 


I ſhould not dare to treat a Subject of 


this Kind with bare Aſſertions, if its 
Truth was not ſo well known, and ſo 
much lamented. If there is no way to 


remedy this Evil, let none boaſt of the 


Perfection of our Conſtitution: If it is to 


be remedy*d, now certainly is the Time, 


when the Government is * by their 
continual Provocations. I ſay not this 


. out of Envy of good Literature, which 


has always been my Ambition and De- 


light, but out of a hearty Deſire to have 


it reſtor'd to thoſe Univerſities where it 
once flouriſh'd, and to have the Britiſb 

Genius ſcour d from the Ruſt it has con- 
Wh h . trated 
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tracted in a long Coprſe of Sedirion, Dif 

obediepce yn ** is no Genias 
Ken upon 


in the World ca reater Things, 
and there's no Scl rth where the 
ntent of good Education is at this time 
o little anſwer'd, as in our Academies, 
They got a ſevere Viſtation for all other 
Schools, whes 2 a 2 
Lojalty to our and Queens on that 
Bottom, had — — inculcated up- 
on Tauch. They viſited and routed them 
with a S#hi/m-Bill, the Triumph of one 
not long after impriſon'd on Suſpicion of 
High Treaſon againſt their Sovereign, and 
e Supreme Head of the Church, to whom 
They and He ſworn Allegiance. 
And if in all their Series there's one 


Man, wh can fay any thing againſt the 
Juſtice and Neceſfiry of 2 Legal Viſits: 
lion, excepting the Cry of the Charch, if 
that very thing carries the leaſt Face 
| Of Reaſon with it, I will on that Head 
bor ever be ſilent. 


I come now to the Corporations; and 
how, and in what manner to Viſie them, 
I will not pretend to determin, having 
ſo little to do my ſelf in the directi 
or the executing Part, I remember well 
&ough, how Hey threw away their 


harters, 
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Charters, and 1 Mqgiſtraty in 
King ales and King Jamef s Time: 
How the gteateſt Citfes, even ) Lontlob it 
ſelf, were. "Ono Marrantbd out of their 


Rig hes and Friviltuges; ſome loſt their 


Chortedy* for having it prov'd upon them, 


that Conventitles had heen kept Within 
their Precincts; ſome för pretended Riots 


at Elections, Where the Tories were out- 
voted; fome for Reſcues, and moſt for 
no Office” committed or pretended, but 
in the French Stile, Tel et ultre pluifir; 
Such is our Plecſare. Whatever Neceſfity 
there is to have em throughly purged: at 


this JuiFare, to put i Fido Fae 0 and 


ſettle th Governmen 
dation, IL abhor all KF . that are 
— eher y tritt Law. nd! it hap- 


Foun- | 


that in many of theſe Factious 


Cities ant] Towns ( brate, ri ? Law 

juſtifies the Crown 16 do it ſelf Right 
bn an THIS GE Jad Pifaffected Mai 1. 
For King Charles and King Jumes II. re- 
ſerv'd to the Prerogative, in many of the 
Charters, a Power to place and difplace 


Megiftrates at pleaſure. What they in- 


tended to do to make way for Fopery 
and Hranny, may ſurely be Reaſonably 


as well as: Legally done; to ſecure the 


preſont Happy Eſtabliſhment, and tlie 


laſting 


t 
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laſting Pexce of theſe Kingdoms. This 


important Branch of the Prerogative may 


be thus made as «/efa! by a good Prince, 

as deſtractive by a bad one; and we ſhall 
be obliged to the Tories, for Saving us by 
the ſame Means they deſign'd for our 
Deſtruction. If it is expedient, as well aa 
convenient, to remove ſome Gbſtructions 

that lie in the way of an Honeſt Magi- 
ſtracy, and by ſalutary Clauſes to blunt 
a little the Edge of ſome keen Acts, 
which are an Hindrance to the Growth 
of the Power of Loyalty, no doubt but 
the Wiſe Legiſlature of ſo great and ſo wiſe 
a People, will find out Ways to accom- 
pliſh it. 
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